PHILOSOPHY OF MINISTRY
Cornerstone Christian Church
Many people credit the success of Cornerstone Christian Church to its philosophy of ministry.  This philosophy includes six primary presuppositions for local church ministry:

1.
No Religiosity.  Many people love God, but have become discouraged or disillusioned with “church.”  Therefore, a church that offers a personal encounter with Jesus and growth in His Word, without the clutter of an overly structured environment, has great appeal.

2.
Not Focused on Money.  Many people love to give to God, but they resent the schemes that religious groups use to raise money.  Therefore there are a great number of people willing to give if they are able to see honesty, integrity, and genuine spiritual values reflected in the lifestyles of their church leaders.  Every year Cornerstone Christian Church grows both in membership and giving because so many people respond to the respect given them (no pledge envelopes, no use of emotional manipulation to collect offerings, etc…) 

3.
Efficient Church Government.  Many godly people have become disillusioned with church politics and church business meetings because they can readily see the carnality that arises in these settings.  Therefore, Cornerstone Christian Church allows strong pastoral leadership in ministry matters, multiple levels of accountability for financial matters, and external elder control for overseeing the Senior Pastor.  Because of this balance, the believers are free to grow in faith and in relationships within the body, without the burden of an over-extensive church government.

4.
Simplicity.  We believe that the Gospel message is simple enough to be grasped by all.  Because of that, we keep our teaching, worship services, and structures simple.  At the same time, it is also necessary to bring believers to spiritual maturity, therefore, we also provide more advanced bible studies for those who want them.
5.
No Membership Requirements.  Jesus is the head of the church, and people are accountable to Him.  Since the church is not Jesus, we try to communicate and emphasize the goodness of knowing Him, not necessarily the church as an institution.  The church does not save, heal, or restore people; God does.  In response to that, we encourage people to know Christ and receive spiritual renewal.  Therefore, we don’t have formal membership.  If God adds a person to Cornerstone Christian Church and they participate through attendance and giving, then they are a “member.”

The giving of tithes and offerings is worship to Jesus Christ and is an expression of the relationship between the individual giver and the Lord.  That is why we don’t have people fill out pledge cards or make faith promises.  Therefore, the government of Cornerstone Christian Church does not base expenditures on upward projections or pledges, but on the past history of contributions.  Funds are not “income only,” they are worship, and must not be considered as a business transaction, but as an expression of gratitude toward God.  This has proven to be a great encourager for people to give financially.

6.
Freedom to Choose.  Because the Bible gives people the freedom to receive or reject Christ, the freedom to make decisions on their own, and the freedom to receive the consequences or benefits of those decisions, Cornerstone Christian Church also allows many freedoms.  Cornerstone Christian Church allows people full participation in communion, water baptism, all services, Small Groups, missions, etc., according to the individuals decision.  The church gives people freedom to develop many in-depth relationships, or remain private.  The church keeps individual giving records confidential, as they are seen as spiritual worship, not as a gauge of spirituality.

The roles of the pastor and church government are to encourage people to fulfill their calling in God through Bible teaching, counsel, prayer, discipline, and administration.  The roles of the pastor and church government do not include excessive personal control or manipulation of people’s lives.

This allows remarkable self-respect and personal responsibility in the lives of people.  It is this factor that has contributed greatly to the growth of the church, because this allows people to feel respected, responsible, and accepted.  To the traditional church member, these presuppositions seem dangerous.  However, these fundamental ideas have created some of the largest churches in the world.  Most of the largest independent Protestant churches in America and throughout the world operate with most of these under girding philosophies.  And, consistently, these churches have grown as rapidly, and sometimes more rapidly, than Cornerstone Christian Church.

PAGE  
1

